
4.Hunger levels have been rising for the past five years. Almost 
690 million people go to bed hungry every night. COVID-19 could 
push 130 million more people into hunger by the end of the year 
unless action is taken. Why do food production and agriculture 
matter?  
 
 
The importance of food production and agriculture  
 
 
Agriculture is the basis of food production.Food provides nutrients that give energy for activity, 
growth and all functions of the human body. Agriculture provides most of all the world’s food, it 
enables farmers to produce surplus food which they can use when their crops fail or trade in 
exchange for other goods. Food production produces maximum products to the minimum 
amount of raw materials produced by farmers. It also uses rational processing and other 
methods to preserve products for a longer period of time in order to avoid damage and rejection.  
 
For decades, agriculture has been associated with food production. They are closely connected 
industries, agriculture supplies raw ingredients to the food production industry and the 
agricultural products increase the value added through the food production industry. Both food 
production and agriculture matter, however, they are the source of livelihood to many people.  
 
Agriculture and food production fulfill the increasing demand for food across the world. The 
agricultural sectors have been growing for years. For countries that experienced labour 
shortages, the industrial revolution developed mechanical and other labour-productivity 
enhancing innovations that enabled agriculture to release even more labour.It plays a 
growth-enabling role, however, by supplying food to consumers at the lowest possible price.  
 
Agriculture and food production play a crucial role in the entire life of a given economy. In 
addition to providing food and raw materials, agriculture and food production provide 
employment opportunities to a very large population in developing countries, especially in the 
informal settlements.  
 
The growth of the agricultural sectors contribute to a marketable surplus. All individuals rely on 
the food production they meet from their nations’ marketable surpluses. Stable agricultural 
sectors ensure nations of food securities in order to prevent malnourishment. Developing 
countries do not have stable agricultural sectors, as a result, one of the major problems faced 
by the populations is malnutrition.  
 
Food is a basic human need. Looking at South Africa, food security has been part of the section 
27 constitutional rights of the country since the birth of democracy in 1994. Just like any other 

 



developing countries, it is considered a ‘food secure’ nation producing more than enough food 
to feed everyone of its millions of people. However, the reality is always that, more than a half of 
the population in developing countries live in such insecure circumstances that they still suffer 
hunger at a regular basis.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic outbreak is proof that agriculture and food production play an 
essential role in the lives of millions of people. The spread of Coronavirus has impacted food 
production and agriculture negatively. Small-scale farmers have been unable to plant, harvest 
crops, access markets to sell their produce or buy seeds and tools. Pastoralistic communities 
have been unable to move their animals to seasonal sources of food and water, affecting the 
health of their livestock and its value at sale. A mass number of people, especially those from 
rural areas, who worked in the agriculture and food production industries are on the edge of 
starvation as they lost their jobs.  
 
Resulting from the lockdown, food supply chains were strained, as many countries imposed 
restrictions on the movement of goods and people across and within borders. Because of the 
severely reduced incomes in large-scale farms due to increased prices of inputs such as seeds 
and fertilisers, employees do not earn enough to escape hunger and poverty. Conflict and crime 
in informal settlements are sky high because people are trying to escape hunger. The lockdown 
has further revealed inequalities between small-scale and large-scale farmers, the poorest 
people were most affected by the loss of jobs and some by the decreased incomes.  
 
Hunger levels have been rising for the past five years. Almost 690 million people go to bed 
hungry every night. Majority of people across the world resort to buying the cheapest food 
because of shortages of money. They spend days and sometimes even weeks without eating 
proper nutritious food. As a result, they still go hungry, catch diseases and they die because 
they cannot afford healthcare services.  
 
COVID-19 could push 130 million more people into hunger by the end of the year. The start of 
the COVID-19 lockdown has revealed that unemployment and loss of income have a negative 
direct impact on food security. People lost their jobs, for some people,incomes were lowered 
and food prices were increased, as a result, a lot of people cannot afford  buying nutritious food.  
 
The importance of agriculture and food production along with the damage that was done by the 
virus has been noticed worldwide. Governments have to come up with systems that will work for 
all sustainable food systems, cancel debts to scale-up social protection, promote women's 
participation and leadership and also take urgent action to tackle climate change. In the 
meantime, in order to reduce crisis level hunger, some governments offered special grants for 
unemployed people. Local organisations work with partners to provide food for homeless 
people. The people who live in formal settlements donated money to the less advantaged 
people. The youth also gathered food parcels and distributed them to the needy people.  
 
 

 


